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RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.663
TO BE ANSWERED ON 22/11/2019

DROUGHT MANAGEMENT PLANS

663.	SHRI SANJAY SINGH:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a)	whether there are regions that have no drought management plans;

(b)	if so, the reasons therefor;

(c)	by when drought management plans would be introduced in these regions; and

(d)	the steps taken to deal with Maharashtra's drought issue?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE 

(SHRI NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR)

(a) to (c):	A National Drought Management Plan has been prepared by the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare in 2017, as required under the Disaster Management Act, 2005. Drought Management Plan is aimed at providing guidance for the overall management of drought in a structured and planned manner. The Plan has been developed with the objective of defining the roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders involved in mitigation, preparedness and relief measure in managing drought. The Plan is applicable to the entire country encompassing all the States and Union Territories.

(d):	The State Government is primarily responsible for managing and undertaking necessary relief measures in the wake of natural calamities, including drought. Government of India supplements the efforts of State Government with financial assistance from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF). The financial assistance of Rs. 4714.28 crore has been approved by the High Level Committee to the State Government of Maharashtra from NDRF for drought during 2018-19.
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